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thj,| time Charles could only make terms by the sur-
render of Nancy, thescapital of his province, and
the most strongly fortified city in it. By the agree-
ment made, the city was to remain in French pos-
session until all difficulties between the duke and
the French King should be adjusted. Richelieu re-v
marked that this might take until eternity, and he
was certainly willing that it should.

The difficulties were indeed interminable. The
duke constantly offended his powerful neighbour
and involved his province in hostilities with both
France and Sweden. The Cardinal was an im-
perious protector and the duke was very loath to
be protected. The turmoil in which Lorraine was
involved by the unwise policy of its ruler rendered
the condition of the inhabitants almost as miserable
as that of the sections of Germany which were de-
vastated by the Thirty Years' War. The land was
ravaged by Swedes and by French; crops were de-
stroyed and towns burned; famine alternated with
pestilence, until more than half the population had
perished or fled from the country. Richelieu wrote
that a century would be required to repopulate the
burned villages, sacked cities, and wasted fields.
But the ravages of war are soon effaced when the
husbandman and the artisan can labour in security.
As a result of all these bickerings, in 1641 the
French took possession of the entire province; they
held it for more than twenty years, and the country
enjoyed comparative freedom from commotion.
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